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Sir: 

Submitted herewith on Form PTO/SB/08 is a listing of documents known to Applicants in 
order to comply with Applicants' duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §1 .56. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not intended as an 
admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application or that 
such document is considered material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR §1.5 6(b). Applicants do 
not waive any rights to take any action which would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove 
as a competent reference any document which is determined to be a prima facie art reference against 
the claims of the present application. 
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RSI prior to the claimed invention negotiated and manually administered master supplier 
contracts and master distributor contracts that assigned various supplier-distributor and distributor- 
store relationships, and which established a contract price for an item and an invoice price for the 
item that is different from the contract price and which may require a supplier to take an advance 
position in a raw material. Such master contract data was not accessible via a network for use in an 
automated process. RSI also manually used electronically-calculated least cost algorithms wherein 
selected parameters were forced manually for selecting suppliers and routes, but the least cost 
algorithm calculation and forcing was not fully integrated into a system accessible via a network and 
there was no automated interrelated process that was reviewable on the network on demand by 
registered independent supply chain users. Previous applications from this assignee which include 
one or more of the features in these claims are 09/815606, 09/816560, 09/816268, 09/816507, 
09/816896, 09/815668, 09/816421, 09/815489, 09/816420, 09/816048 among others. It is possible 
that the foregoing disclosure may be pertinent to any claims in the assignee applications that claimed a 
manual master contract negotiation step as one of the elements of the combination claim. 

Applicants respectfully request that any listed document be considered by the Examiner and 
be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Form PTO/SB/08 be 
returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required 
regarding this application under 37 CFR §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account 
No. 19-0741 . Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a check being in the wrong 
amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or even entirely missing, the 
Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to Deposit Account No. 1 9-0741 , 
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Office Number (lflmcwn) 























































































































































































OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.) date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 

publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T 3 




* EXAMINER; Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

* Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 'Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-tetter code (W1PO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document 
6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 1 6 ff possible. 8 Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
English language Translation Is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement This form Is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the Individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, D.C 
20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS AO DRESS. SENO TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, O.C. 20231. 



JAN 2 9 2DD3 



Atty. Dkt. No. 062834-0117 



PROPRIETARY MATERIAL NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC. 
TO BE OPENED ONLY BY EXAMINER OR OTHER AUTHORIZED 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE EMPLOYEE 



Applicant: 
Title: 



Appi. No.: 
Filing Date: 
Examiner: 
Art Unit: 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

George Harry HOFFMAN et al. 

SYSTEM, METHOD AND 
COMPUTER PROGRAM 
PRODUCT FOR LANDED COST 
REPORTING IN A SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK 

09/816,491 

03/23/2001 

Unassigned 

2161 

PROPRIETARY INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.56 AND MPEP §§ 724 




Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



The following is a listing of co-pending U.S. patent applications, which relate(s) 
to the above-identified application. 



J. SERIAL NO. 


FILING DATE 






SERIAL NO. 


FILING DATE 


%09/8 15,463 


March 


23, 


2001 




J«>09/8 15,759 


March 


23, 


2001 


' 09/815,489 


March 


23. 


2001 






'09/815,777 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815.490 


March 


23. 


2001 






09/815,792 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815,515 


March 


23. 


2001 






09/815,813 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815,559 


March 


23. 


2001 






09/815,830. 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815.580 


March 


23. 


2001 






09/815,845 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815.590 


March 


23. 


2001 






09/815,864 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815,598 


March 


23. 


2001 






09/815,893 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815.606 


March 


23. 


2001 






09/815,894 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815,660 


March 


23. 


2001 






09/815,897 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815.668 


March 


23. 


2001 






09/815,899 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815.688 


March 


23. 


2001 






09/815,973 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815.715 


March 


23. 


2001 






09/815,989 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815.725 


March 


23. 


2001 






09/816,021 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815,727 


March 


23, 


2001 






09/816,033 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815.729 


March 


23. 


2001 






09/816,048 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815,731 


March 


23, 


2001 


\ 




09/816,069 


March 


23, 


2001 


09/815,734 


March 


23. 


2001 




09/816,075 


March 


23, 


2001 
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J4erial no. 



09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 
09/816 



,083 
,092 
,101 
,121 
,151 
,160 
,167 
,187 
,203 
,212 
,231 
,249 
,268 
,269 
,285 
,296 
,314 
,331 
,349 
,357 
,358 
,388 
,412 
,413 
,414 
,420 
,421 
,422 
,424 
,426 
,427 
,428 



FILI 



March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 



23, 20&1 3@U(f) 09/8 16,429 
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23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23. 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 



V 



09/816,430 
09/816,431 
09/816,434 
09/816,454 
09/816,455 
09/816,471 
09/816,488 
09/816,495 
09/816,503 
09/816,507 
09/816,536 
09/816,537 
09/816,543 
09/816,553 
09/816.555 
09/816,560 
09/816,561 
09/816,564 
09/816.565 
09/816,567 
09/816.576 
09/816,582 
09/816,881 
09/816.896 
09/816.922 
09/816,944 
09/816,976 
09/834,465 
09/834,600 
09/834.838 
09/834,924 



FILING DATE 



March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
April 1 
April 1 
April 1 
April 1 



23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23. 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 

22. 2001 

23. 2001 
23. 2001. 
23. 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
23, 2001 
3, 2001 
3, 2001 
3, 2001 
3, 2001 



Applicant considers the aforementioned documents and the disclosure of their 
existence as pending applications to constitute proprietary information. This 
Information Disclosure Statement is not intended as an admission either that the listed 
applications constitute prior art against the claims of the present application or that the 
listed applications are material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

Applicant assumes that the examiner will have access to all of the references 
cited in the applications. However, if the examiner wishes applicants to submit copies 
of the references cited in the listed applications, the examiner is encouraged to inform 
applicants. 
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Any. Dkt. No. 062834-0117 



Accompanying this Proprietary Information Disclosure Statement is a transmittal 



letter indicating that the materials contained herein are proprietary, as required by 



MPEP § 724.02. 



TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 



The instant Information Disclosure Statement is being filed in 
37 CFR § 1.97(B) prior to the mailing date of the first official action. 




360Q 



Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the foregoing 
information and provide in the next official communication the information set forth in 
MPEP § 724.04(a), particularly the information under item (3), so that the applicant 
can, if appropriate, subsequently file a petition to expunge those materials, as provided 
according to MPEP § 724.05. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date January 29, 2003 



FOLEY & LARDNER 
Customer Number: 22428 



22428 

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Telephone: (202) 672-5485 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 



By 




William T. Ellis 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 26,874 



Should additional fees be necessary in connection with the filing of this paper, or if a petition for extension of time is 
required for timely acceptance of same, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 19-0741 for 
any such fees; and applicants) hereby petition for any needed extension of time. 
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